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III. — Rogers,  Ranger  and  Loyalist. 

By  Walter  Kogkus,  Esquire,  Barrister  of  the  Inner  Temple, 
London,  England. 


(Read  May  29th,  1900.) 

The  somewhat  tardy  justice  which  has  been  done  to  the  memory 
of  tlie  Loyalists  of  the  American  Eevolutiou,  although  nut  perhaps 
directly  attributable  to  the  spirit  of  imperialism  now  afoot,  has,  in  point 
of  time,  coincided  not  inappropriately  with  that  movement. 

In  his  monumental  work  on  the  history  of  England  in  the  eigh- 
teentli  century,  Mr.  Lecky's  estimate  of  the  character  and  position  of  the 
so-called  Tories  in  the  revolted  colonies,  has  found  a  sufficiently  un- 
giiidging  echo  in  the  pages  of  not  a  few  recent  historical  writers  on  this 
continent. 

In  truth,  Mr.  Lecky's  contention,  that  "  the  Loyalists  to  a  great  ox- 
tent  sprang  from  and  represented  the  old  gentry  of  the  country,"  could, 
in  the  light  of  modern  research,  hardly  be  denied. 

American  scholars  of  the  type  of  Professor  Hosmer  of  Washington, 
and  Professor  Tyler  of  Cornell,  have  amply,  indeed  generously,  recog- 
nised this  fact.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  results  of  a  century  of 
misrepresentation  concerning  the  Loyalists  are  still  reflected  in  the  tone 
of  the  more  popular  works  on  history  disseminated  in  the  United  States. 

It  was  perhaps  to  be  expected  that  the  representatives  of  a  beaten 
cause  could  hardly  look  for  panegj'ric  at  the  hands  of  the  owners  of  the 
confiscated  property  and  their  immediate  descendants. 

The  great  migration  which  ensued  upon  the  rebellion,  has  been 
more  than  once  compared,  botli  in  the  magnitude  of  its  scale  and  the 
pathos  of  its  circumstances,  with  the  Huguenot  exodus  from  France  a 
century  earlier. 

The  efforts  of  this  and  of  other  kindred  societies  in  the  Dominion, 
should  do  much  towards  supplying  material  for  future  students  of  the 
inner  history  of  the  Loyalist  migration. 

A  few  facts,  drawn,  in  so  far  as  they  are  new,  from  documentary 
sources  in  the  British  Museum,*  and  from  the  War  Office  correspondence" 
now  preserved  at  the  Eecord  Office  in  London,  may  possibly  prove  not 

'  Brit.  Mus.  :  Add.  Mss.— 21,8U0.    Haldiinand  Papers,  Correspondence  with  Col. 
Rogers  and  Msijor  Rogers.  > 

'^  Wiir   Office  :    Oricinni    Correspondence.    No.   5.    Rogers's  Kind's  Rangers- 
Field  Officers  Papers-1779-1784. 
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uninteresting-,  as  a  luiinble  conli-il)utiou  towaids  the  better  understand- 
ing of  the  cireunistanoo.s  which  attended  the  early  settlement  of  part  of 
this  Province. 

The  founder  of  my  own  family  in  Upper  Canada  was  my  great- 
great-grandfatiier,  Col.  James  Rogers. 

During  the  KevolutionaiT  War  he  had  served  for  five  years  as  coni- 
mandiint  of  a  corps  known  as  thr  King's  Kangers,  whicli,  during  that 
time,  formed  part  of  tlie  garrison  of  St.  Johns,  Quebec. 

This  post  commanded  the  northern  outlet  of  the  great  waterway 
which  connected  the  valley  of  the  Hudson  with  that  of  the  St.  Lawrence. 

At  the  i'eace,  my  ancestor  settled  with  some  two  hundred  of  his 
disbanded  soldiers,  upon  the  shores  of  the  Bay  of  Quinte,  he  and  his 
followers  occupying  what  is  known  as  the  township  of  Fredericksburg, 
as  well  as  part  of  an  adjoining  township. 

The  earliest  recorded  connection  of  this  ollicer  with  Canada,  how- 
ever, dates  from  a  (piarter  of  a  century  earlier  than  the  settlement. 

Of  that  part  of  the  so-called  Seven  Years  War  which  was  waged 
upon  this  continent,  lie  saw  service  from  the  commencement  to  the 
close.' 

As  a  captain  in  command  of  a  detachment  of  his  more  famous 
brother,  Robert  Rogers"  regiment — serving,  however,  independently  of 
the  main  body — he  took  part  in  the  campaigns  in  Cape  Breton  and 
Canada,  under  Wolfe  and  Amherst.  He  was  present  at  the  successive 
captures  of  Louisbourg,  (Quebec  and  Montreal,  the  steps  by  which 
Canada  ])assed  from  French  to  English  rule. 

Before  Montreal,  the  army  of  the  St.  Lawrence  in  which  he  was 
acting,  was  joined  by  the  forces  from  the  south,  in  whose  campaigns  the 
main  body  of  Rogers'  Rangers,  eight  hundred  strong,  under  the  com- 
mand of  bis  brother  Robert,  had  ])layed  a  somewhat  conspicuous  i>art. 

Upon  the  capitulation  of  Montreal  and  the  cession  of  the  Canadas, 
this  latter  oflficer  was  despatched  by  the  commander-in-chief  upon  the 
first  British  expedition,  as  such,  up  the  Great  Lakes. 

With  two  hundred  of  his  rangers  and  a  stafT  of  executive  officers, 
Roliert  Rogers  made  the  voyage,  in  whaleboats,  from  Montreal  to  De- 
troit. The  successive  French  posts  upon  the  route  were  visited;  the 
white  standard  of  the  Bourbons  was  replaced  by  the  flag  of  England, 
and  allegiance  to  His  Britannic  Majesty  exacted. 

The  story  of  this  voyage  has  often  been  told,  notably  in  the  Major's 
twn  military  journals  published  in  London  in  1765,  a  work  which,  with 
its  companion  volume,  an  account  of  North  America,  betraying  an  in- 


1  Haldimand  Mas. -J.  R.  to  Haldimand-Oct.  20th,  1770. 
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lorT'  ^T         "'''""  ^''^  ''^^'"^"^  ''  ^  ^^i"^ble  authority  upon  the 
geographical  Instory  of  this  country.  ^ 

EoJ^'"'/'"  '''1^.  ^'"^  "'"''  ^"^^^'^'^^  P^^^  ^^  tli«  career  of  Robert 

It  Ks  however,  a  source  of  what,  1  trust,  you  will  not  re-nrrl  •!«  -Ifn 
It  V     i  ■         '"''"P''""'  -^  frt  »f  tho  British  dominions,  of  what  is 

::t,tst::rLr ""  -  '>"~'"""  ""'"■" '™"" '-  -"-  -■^■ 

of  the  Po'tr;'  ''""";  "'=  °'°"  "'  '"»  *''«"'  ^0"  «'-  or.  mthor, 
colon  e    f  1  ""■•  1", "'™''  '■'  °'^°  '"^^  "  P"''-  '"^  «'«  '-olt  of  th 
i     h  i  T      '  '"^  Srcat-great-grandfathor,  James  Rogers,  in 

e  H„W,„g  up  of  an  estate  in  that  part  of  the  provinee  of  Sew  Yo  k 
wh,eh  w„s  subsequently  ereeted  into  the  State  o  Vennont  Partly  W 
g  ant  as  a  reward  for  his  services,  and  partly  by  purchase,  he  ae      r  d 

me , ; "t-'t rr " "■? ™."-:;*"'"' ""'""*•  ^™'"'-'' *•""■  '-nt, 

Tl»  CO,  .  1 ',  .  r'  '™'  "'™  '°  *'  *»"'  o'  I^k"  Cliamplain 
Ooun  ♦»,«■■  """*. -^'"fO  ^'^  <"■  this  estate  in  Windham 

m  tne  Haldimand  Correspondence,  dated  1780,  that  the  value  he  placed 
upon  us  property  m  tl,e  colonies  was  between  thirty  and  forty  thousand 
Z^'n       TT,  "'""''""  '"  "'"  ■'"""  ™"-=^PO"<I™ce  show  that 

It    r  fin  "■  "T^'f  ™  ''"""""'■  P"'"""'  '■»  'he  Bevolntion, 

M  as  one  of  influenco  and  authority. 

K...  ^,^':'"^''^.  '"  ^'^"*  he  was  held  in  the  country  that  had  formerly 
been  h,s  home.  ,.  testified  to  by  the  fact  that  even  after  the  Peace  vi/ 
m  the  spnn.  of  1784.  l,e  had  been  invited  by  the  leading  men  o'f  the' 

w?e  dT'  ".  "^'^  *".^^^"^«°*  -  «^<Jer  to  facilitate  the  removal  of  his 
wife  .ml  fnm.ly  to  their  new  home  in  the  British  Dominion^ 

^otw,thstanding  the  effort,  of  his  friends,  the  reception  which  lie 
moMvith^was  noU,mnixed^^■itl,  iiisult  at  the  hands  of  the  owners  of  the 
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conli.-ciitod  iirojtcrty,  who  now  gnispod  the  lieliii,  ;iud  thf  go(»(l  iiiairs 
surprise  and  liorror  at  the  state  of  anarchy  ptevailing  are  depicted  in  his 
letter  to  tlie  commander-in-chief  on  his  return  to  his  regiment  at  St. 
Johns. 

Between  the  close  of  the  French  and  Indian  wars  and  until  after 
the  outbreak  of  the  American  Revolution,  the  other  brother,  Robert 
Rogers,  spent  most  of  his  life  in  England.  Here  his  various  books  were 
published'  and  here  be  enjoj^ed  a  very  considerable  notoriety.  In  old 
magazines  of  the  period,  amidst  ohronicles  of  the  time,  his  exploits  and 
hh  books  find  frequent  mention.^  The  story  of  bis  prowess  in  the 
sinpile-bandcd  ca])ture  of  a  highwayman  went  the  round  of  the  taverns. 
His  portrait  in  full  ranger  uniform,  with.  Indians  in  the  background, 
adorned  the  wnndows  of  the  print-shops,  and  was  even  reproduced  in 
Gennany.  His  tall  figure,  in  half-pay  officer's  uniform,  became  a  not 
unfamiliar  object  in  the  Court  quarter  of  the  town.  He  undoubtedly 
enjoyed  the  patronage  and  favour  of  the  King.  One  of  bis  enemies 
writing  in  1770  to  Sir  William  Johnson,  complains  that  "  Rol)ert 
Rogers  has  the  oar  of  the  court;  that  many  of  the  great  are  pushing  for 
him;  and  that  Mr.  Fitzherbert,  an  officer  high  in  the  household  of 
George  III.,  is  his  particular  friend.""  Indeed,  to  the  end,  he  seems  to 
have  enjoyed  the  not  entirely  unequivocal  distinction  of  King  George's 
approbation.  Lord  George  Germain,  writing  to  Gen.  Howe,  as  late  as 
1776,  says,  "The  King  approves  the  an-angement  you  propose,  in 
respect  to  an  adjutant-general  and  a  quartermaster-general,  and  also 
your  attention  to  ^lajor  Rogers,  of  whose  firmness  and  fidelity  we  have 
received  further  testimony  from  Governor  Tryon."'* 

George  Ill's  choice  of  instruments  at  this  period,  notably  in  the 
case  of  Lord  George''  himself,  as  Secretar}'  for  the  Colonies,  is  not  gen- 
erally regarded  as  betraying  exceptional  political  sagacity. 

Notwithstanding  the  royal  favour,  which  does  not  seem  to  have 
been  alienated  even  by  his  alleged  eccentricity  in  appearing  for  a  wager, 
on  one  occasion,  at  the  King's  levee,  in  the  buckskin  gaiters  worn  by 
rangers  during  their  woodland  campaigns,  Robert  Rogers  was  probably 

'  Journals  of  Major  Rubert  Roecr.s,  London.  1705,  8  vo;  A  Concise  Account  of 
North  America,  by  Major  Robert  Rogers,  London.  170.").  8vo,  Duliiin,  1770,  12ino  ; 
I'onieach,  a  Tras^edy,  London,  177(i. 

-'Gentleman's  Magazine:  1738— Mar.,  Aug..  Oct.;  1760— Nov.,  Dec;  1705— Dec. 
London  Monthly  Review,  \x.\iv— 9— 22— 212. 

^.lohnson  Mss.     xviii— 185-180. 

*  American  Archives.     Fourth  8er.,  iv— 575. 

=  Lord  George  Germain,  better  known  by  liis  former  name.  Lord  George  Sack- 
ville,  was  the  officer  who,  in  conunand  of  the  English  cavalry  at  Minden.  in  a  Ht  of 
spleen,  refused  to  charge,  and  so  marred  the  completeness  of  Prince  Ferdinand's 
victorv. 


[KOCiERp'j 


WKfKHS,  HAX(iKU  AM>  LOYALIST 


S3 


more  at  home  in  the  society  of  soldiers  of  fortune,  where  his  prowess  a. 
a  boon  companion  and  raconteur  was  doubtless  popular 

ri,«  ^"  ^n'^  '7  ^"^  ^""'  "'"^'"^  ^'■^"^  ^«  '°d^"g«  '-It  Spring  (hardens 
fn  forget  "  '""^  ^'^"  ^^"*  '^^^  ^"'^^^-^--^  --^^i-  fo-d  vc^nt 
Afro  fn'tZ  r-  •  ^^^^^^P^-^  ^^^^^%^  ^e  fought  in  Norther, 
ton's  tl  at  h  ^"""'  !;'"'""     ''^'  '^"""  ^'^^^^  ^  1^"-  «'•  ^^^-J-^«- 

ITnlik^hiJ'?  ^ved  in  America  with  an  open  mind  is  not  impossible. 

n.  L^l/I'  ""'""'  ^"'  ^"'^^  substantial  brother  James/ he  was 
probably  not  the  man  to  suffer  gladly  for  a  principle. 

The  conduct  of  the  rebels,  however,  forced  him  prematurely  into 
^^e^service  winch  would  probably,  in  any  event,  have  ullimately  claimed 

Amsted  shortly  after  his  landing  at  Philadelphia,  by  order  of  the 

IZl^rr  ''^""i^!"  f  ^"'"^  ^^'^'y'  ^^  -«  -bmitL  to  the  I ! 
posal  of  Congress.     Th,s  body  ordered  his  release  on  parole.     His  posi- 

|^.n  as  a  half-pay  officer,  however,  and  his  long  ide„ 'fication  w  h  he 
royal  service  a  tracted  the  suspicion  of  the  more  violent  Whigs  wo 

amoured    or  Ins  re-arrest,  which  was  ultimately  decided  upon      Th 

;:?rh^,:roie.'^ ''-'-''  ™*  - ''-'-'  '^ '-  -  ^  ---^  -'-- 

wlf/rin^''  ?'  ^'^"^"'^"t^l  Congress  as  a  prisoner  to  be  dealt 
with  by  the  New  Hampshire  Assembly,  he  waa  fortunate  enough  to 

bv  tl  To  '''"'^-         "t"f  "'*'"'^  '^^  ^°^^^^^  ^^^«'  ^^  ^^  offered 

the  EHt   .  "";'^r^'  ^'"  ^'"^'  '^'  ^«-^^ion  of  colonel  in 

the  Bntish  service,  which  offer  he  accepted. 

With  remarkable  celerity,  he  succeeded  in  raising  the  regiment  so 
E:Z:%hr"^  in  the  histoid  of  the  RevolutioS  as  theTueL': 
Kangci.  This  corps,  to  which  very  frequent  reference  has  been  made 
:n  the  transactions  of  this  Society,  played,  under  his  successor  in  the 
comn^and,  Colone^  aftenvards  Lieut.-Goneral  Simcoe,  a  cons^cuot 
pa.it  m  the  war  and,  subsequently,  in  the  settlement  of  Upper  Canada 

tendetv  r  '''^  f  ^  '^'^  ""''''''''  '^^'^^^'^'^  ^^  ^  ''''  '^  dissipation,  a 
tendency  to  which  seems  to  have  been  his  real  moral  weakness,  he  re- 
red  from  his  command  in  the  following  winter  and  returned  to  En.- 
land^  The  evil  example  of  dissipation  and  high  play  set  at  the  head- 
quarters  camp  between  Bedford  and  Amboy,  in  the  winter  of  irrn^^r, 

'  Johnson  Mss.     .\xi.,  2;}8. 

-'  Spark'.s  "  WasliiiiKtoii,"  iii.,  140. 
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was  not  witlidiit  its  vWoct  upon  tlio  morale  of  the  army.  HaiR-i-ol'i  im'ii 
attrihiites  the  failure  to  cnish  Washington  at  Valley  Forge  in  the  fol- 
lowing winter,  to  the  eager  pursuit  of  pleasure  which  distinguislietl 
Howe's  command. 

Meanwhile  the  Revolution  ran  its  course.  The  singular  incapacity 
which  marked  the  conduct  of  the  English  arms  almost  throughout,  was 
responsible  for  reverse  after  reverse.  Spasmodic  efforts  to  reinftn'ce 
the  army  in  America  were  mndo,  and  as  the  result  ot  one  nf  tlu'se, 
Robert  Rogers  amved  at  New  York  in  1779  with  instructions  from 
home  that  he  was  to  be  again  employed. 

On  May  1st,  1779.  he  was  commissioned  by  Sir  llenrv  (iintiui, 
Howe's  successor  in  the  command-in-chief,  to  raise  a  regiment  of  two 
battalions  to  be  known  as  the  King's  Rangers.  One  battalion  seems 
to  have  been  destined  for  service  in  the  Province  of  Quebec  ;  the  other 
for  Halifax. 

In  til  is  reginu>nt  his  brother  James  was  gazetted  major.  A  docu- 
ment in  the  War  OiTicc  Correspondence  shows  tliat  James  Rogers's  ap- 
pointment dated  June  2nd,  1779,  although  there  was  a  still  earlier 
commission  to  the  same  rank  dated  May  1st,  1778. 

Recruiting  parties  were  sent  out  into  the  northern  colonies  and  a 
ship  was  chartered  by  government  for  the  conveyance  to  Quebec  of 
Major  .James  Rogers  and  eleven  officers^  gazetted  to  the  new  corps. 
This  vessel,  tiie  lirigantine  "  Hawke." — Capt.  Slaitor, — an-ived  at 
Quebec  in  September,  1779.  The  colonel,  Robert  Rogers,  with  a  staff 
of  officers,  was  conveyed  in  11. M.S.  "  Blond  "  to  Penobscot.  There  he 
was  ]in'sent  at  the  naval  engagement  in  which  the  rebel  fleet  was 
destroyed.  August  l;5th,  1779. 

Meanwhile,  with  the  accustomed  mismanagement  at  headquarters, 
no  definite  instructions  were  sent  to  General  Haldimand,  Commander- 
in-chief  in  Canada,  as  to  the  embodiment  of  the  new  corps.  So  early 
as  May  24th,  1779,  Lord  Rawdon — afterwards  Lord  Hastings,  Gov- 
ernor-General  of  India — then  acting  as  adjutant- general  to  Clinton, 
wrote  to  Haldimand,  indicating  the  probable  appearance  of  Col.  Rogers 
within  the  latter's  command.  With  official  dread  of  exceeding  his 
instructions,  and  fearful  of  provoking  animosities  regarding  recruiting 
in  the  other  corps  in  the  province,  Haldimand  hesitated  how  to  act. 

Meanwhile,  the  numerous  recruits  coming  in  by  the  overland  route, 
consigned  to  the  King's  Rangers,  had  to  be  subsisted  as  best  they  might 
out  of  the  unfortunate  major's  own  pocket. 


'  Mosi  of  these  were  fi-oni  one  or  other  of  the  five  biittnlioiis  of  Gen.  Skinner's 
l)rip:iid('.    Two  are  de.scribed  iis  from  tho  Queen's  Raiig<'r^. 
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ntm.atoly.  [...wovr.  :hu\  „,,on  U\.  nwu  nuthon.v.  llaldinmnd 
placed  the  .orps  upon  his  „un  .Mal.lisliM.t.nl.  A  scale  oi"  half  pay  was 
arranocd.  and  the  Ifanocrs  clothed  in  the  re.,dation  jrncn  unifunMS  uf 
the  provincial  corp,.  l.>om  this  time  forward  the  King's  lian-e,..  ..u- 
moned  the  post  of  St.  .Ichns,  sharing  the  barracks  there,  at  fh-st  ^ith 
the  34th  and,  suhscquently,  with  the  '^yth  regiments  of  foot ' 

The  correspondence  of  Ja.nes  Rogers  with  the  conimander-in- 
ehief  m  (  anada.  from  U;!)  to  IIHI,  is  still  preserved  in  the  I'.ritish 
Museum  and,  together  with  fugitive  letters  of  Robert  Ro-^ers  fills  a 
substantial  tolio  volume  of  manuscript.  The  "Field  Omcers'  Letters 
of  J.ogers  K,ng-s  IJangers  -  are  in  the  Record  (Mice,  London,  removed 
there  from  the  War  onicc-  Archive...  The  light  which  these  old  docu- 
ments throw  upon  the  military  history  of  the  time  is  a  curious  one. 
I  ho  chief  difficidtie.  in  the  administration  of  the  corps  seem  to  have 
arisen  concerning  the  matter  of  recruiting  and  the  intormincrlino-  of 
the  accounts  with  those  of  Halifax,  where  the  other  detachment  of^the 
regiment  was  stationed. 

For  the  rest,  James  Rogers's  relations  with  his  commander-in-chief 
are  excellent.  Repeated  testimony  to  the  confidence  felt  in  his  inte- 
nty,  at  headquarters,  occurs  in  the  correspondence.  His  lona  ap- 
prenticeship to  warfare,  his  intimate  knowledge  of  the  countn",  an"d  his 
undoubted  zeal  for  the  King's  service,  contributed  to  his  usefulness  at 
this  frontier  post.  Various  schemes  of  reconnaissance  and  attack  were 
from  time  to  time,  submitted  by  him  for  his  Excellencv's  consideration,' 
and  approved.  His  advice  is  asked  and  taken.  On  more  than  one 
occasion  he  seems  to  have  been  employed,  where  a  field  officer's  services 
were^demanded,  upon  missions  of  delicacy  and  importance. 

^Phe  growing  despondency  as  to  the  issue  of  the  war  is  apparent  as 
time  goas  on.  Incredulity  as  to  the  truth  of  the  surrender  at  York- 
tow^n  IS  succeeded  by  consternation  when  tho  news  of  the  disa.=>ter  is 
confmned. 

At  last,  in  November.  1783.  the  Kings  order  for  the  disbandin-  of 
the  loyalist  tro.)|.s  an-ives.  It  is  accompanied  by  extracts  from  Lord 
North's  letters  respecting  the  allotment  of  lands  to  the  provincial  troops 
and  refugee  loyalists,  then  in  the  Province  of  Quebec. 

..,  '  J^*'«'\7'y°^f^'""^rt'^'n  1781  consisted  of  the  fol\oyy\wrtr<^^^p^^l^sih~^>^)^ 
31st  34th  44th.  .53rd,  1.50  .nen  of  the  47th,  a  battalion  of  the  .H4tl,  or  Mael 'h,'  H  'h: 
land  Emigrants,  S,r  John  John.son'.s  IJoval  Re.in.en,  of  New  York.  Jessop's  Lov.l 
Rangers,  for.nerly  the  Loyal  Americans,  and  RoKcrs  s  King's  Rangers.  In  addition 
to,  he  above  were  the  German  troop.s,  con.sisting  chiefly  o^?  B.un^wick..;."  atfd  Hes 
sians.  Cxen.  R.edesel  in  a  plan,  eo...n.unicated  to  Clinton  about  this  time  for 
operations  asamst  the  Ohio  and  Alle.^henv  regions,  estin.ates  .he  total  effective 
strength  >m  Canada  at  6.000  men.    Max  von  K.-lkings  Men.oir  of  M,,j.  Gen.  Rie.ie 'el 
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Tliroughout  tlio  winter  of  1783-84,  preparations  are  made  for  the 
move  westward  iu  the  following  year. 

In  the  early  sjjring  my  groat-great-grandfather  paid  that  last  visit 
to  his  former  home,  allusion  to  which  has  been  made  above.  His  wife, 
a  daughter  of  the  Kev.  David  .McGregor  of  Londonderry,  N.II.,  accom- 
panied liim  on  his  return,  to  renew  in  the  northern  iorests  tha,t  life  of 
exile  which  had  been  the  lot  of  lier  family  earlii'r  in  the  century. 

Upon  his  return  to  St.  John.s,  leave  is  asked  on  behalf  of  a  number 
of  incorporated  and  unincori)orated  loyalists,  that  an  olHcer  of  the 
King's  Rangers  and  a  detachment  of  ten  or  a  dozen  men  may  go  to 
Cataraqiu.  to  reconnoitre.  A  pathetic  touch,  betraying  the  ignoraiU'O 
and  bewilderment  of  those  distracted  times,  occurs,  wlicro  tlic  coinuiaiid- 
ing  officer  notifies  the  comiminder-in-chief  of  a  report  which  he  had 
come  upon  "  junongst  our  common  men,  that  the  major  was  going  to 
have  them  taken  to  Cataraqui  and  there  made  slaves."' 

Xotwithstanding  this  alarming  suggestion  confidence  secnis  to  have 
been  restored,  and  most  of  the  King's  Rangers  accompanied  tlieir  old 
commander  in  that  heroic  advance  into  the  wilderness,  in  search  of  a 
new  home.  Several  of  the  officers  remained  at  St.  Johns,  buying  the 
ground  on  which  their  late  barracks  stood. 

The  tale  of  how  the  final  allotment  of  the  territoiy  in  the  Fron- 
tenac  district  was  made  is  set  out  in  Grass's  narrative,  preserved  by  Dr. 
Ryerson.^  Grass,  the  pioneer  of  the  district,  chose  the  first  township 
for  bis  followers,  Kingston;  Sir  John.  Johnson,  the  second,  Ernest- 
town;  Col.  Rogers,  the  third,  Fredericksburgh;  :Maj()r  Vanalstine.  the 
fourth,  Adolphustown;  and  Col.  McDonell  and  his  company,  the  fifth, 
MaiTsburgh:  "and  so  after  this  manner  the  first  settlement  of  loyalists 
in  Canada  was  made." 

In  the  pages  of  Canniff's  w^ork  upon  tlie  "  Settlement  of  Upper 
Canada"  is  preserved  a  story  told  by  the  late  Dr.  Armstrong,  whose 
recollections  dated  back  to  the  closing  years  of  the  eighteenth  eeutuiy. 

He  remembered  to  have  seen  as  a  child,  at  my  great-great-grand- 
father's house  at  Fredericksburgh,  a  quantity  of  old  implements  of  war; 
broken  firelocks,  torn  uniforms,  and  cannon-balls. 

Not  a  few  relics  of  the  soldier-settlement  still  exist  in  the  family, 
in  the  shape  of  rusty  small-arms,  obsolete  powder-horns  and  flint  lock 
pistols. 

James  Rogers  passed  away  in  the  year  1792.  His  brother  Robert 
had  died  in  England  eight  years  previously,  and  shortly  after  the  close 
of  the  war." 


I 


'  Ryerson's  "Loyalists  of  British  America."    Vol.  ii.,  p.  211. 

- 1  have  followed  here  tlie  faniiiy  tradition  as  to  the  date  of  Robert  Rogers's 
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My  greiit-giViU-Tundlather  was  succeedod  in  his  positiou  in  the 
settk.m.nt  hy  his  ^un,  David  McGregor  Rogers,  my  great-graudfathfi- 
wh<i,  lor  t\vonty-f(nir  years,  represented  liis  district  in  the  early  Houses 
of  Assembly  „f  UppLr  Canada. 

A  leeently  recovered  copy  of  the  journal  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
lor  l.s.il,  which  had  boon  lost  at  the  sacking  of  York-uow  Toronto- 
m  ],s]2,  records  how.  after  the  House  had  met  and  the  members  sub- 
s.'i-il.cd  the  oath,  a  message  was  delivered  by  the  Gentleman  Uslier  of 
the  Black  Kod.  A  brief  and  formal  speech  by  His  Kxccllencv  n.Uowcd. 
J  hen  : 

"David  M.  h'ogcTs.  lOsquiro,  Knight,  representing  the  Counties  of 
llnstings  and  Xorrhuiubcrland,  stood  up,  and  addressing  himself  to  the 
clerk  (who,  standing  uj),  pointed  to  him  and  then  sat  down).  i)ro- 
posed  to  the  House,  for  their  Speaker,  the  Honourable  D.  W.  Smith, 
Esquire,  in  which  motion  he  was  se  ';,ded  by  the  Hon.  HeniT  Allcock' 
Kwpnre.  one  of  the  judges  of  the  Court  ..f  King's  Bench,  Knight,  repre- 
senting the  counties  of  Durham.  Simcot  and  the  East  Riding  of  York." 
The  motion  was  carried,  the  new-  :  peakci-  expro^  u-jg  his  "  gratitud.;  for 
the  honour"  an,:  "thereupon  he  sat  down  ia  the  chair."  The  House 
then  adjourned. 

David  McGregor  Pogers  seems  to  l.ave  been  a  man  of  considerable 
force  of  character,  uniting  as  he  did  the  blood  of  his  soldier-father  with 
that  of  the  Highland  outlaws,  which  he  owed  to  his  mother  whose 
name  he  bore  as  part  of  his  own. 

On  one  occasion  he  is  said  to  have  slain  a  wolf,  the  marauding 
tyrant  of  the  district,  with  his  oaken  walking-stick. 

As  ;i  lad  he  had  taken  part  in  the  migration:  and  upon  his  rettirn 
to  St.  Johns  years  aftenvards,  he  was  invested  with  the  dignitv  of  an 
honorary  chiefr^iinship  by  the  local  Indians. 

He  died  at  Grafton,  Out.,  in  1824,  while  still  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Assembly. 

In  the  foregoing  attempt  to  tender  a  small  act  of  piety  to  the 
memory  of  my  great-great-grandfather  and  of  juscice  to  that  of  his 
gifted  but  erratic  brother.  T  trust  that  T  have  not  too  far  trespassed  upon 
your  forliearance. 

In  the  recrudescence  of  the  spirit  of  imperial  expansion  with  which 
we  are  familiar  to-day.  it  is  a  not  unsatisfactory  reflection  for  us,  the 

death.  This  places  it  in  1784.  The  writer  of  the~articre~upon"the~life  of  Rol)or'fc 
RoKer^  m  the  "  Dictionary  of  Nat  ional  Biography  "-London,  18OT-pIaces  it  in  1800 
but  ,„  this  he  lias  followed  Hou-h.  who,  in  his  turn,  evidently  followed  Sal>Jne  in 
the  inatter.  There  is  no  tra(;e  of  his  havinar  lived  after  1784,  and  everything,  includ- 
ing the  story  of  his  famil>,  points  to  his  having  died  soon  after  his  return  from 
Halifax. 
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oirs|iriii<:-  dt'  tlif  liivalisis,  iliat  it  was  fur  an  idi'al  wliicli  at  iirocnt  aiii- 
iiiatc's  >(i  lai\i:'(  a  sc-'imi  nl'  the  Aiiglo-saxou  race,  that  our  ancestors 
wi'ix'  ready,  mure  than  a  eenlurv  ago,  to  f>iicri1ice  all  tliat  5-comed  to 
make  life  valuable. 

Wlial  I  hat  ideal  was,  has  pc'rliaps  never  been  better  formulated  than 
in  the  wurds  of  the  historian  Lecky  : 

•'  It  wa<  the  maintenance  of  one  free  inrlustrial  and  pacific  emjiire 
comprising  the  whole  English  race,  holding  the  richest  plains  of  Asia 
in  snl)jection,  blending  all  that  Mas  most  venerahle  in  an  ancient  civili- 
zation with  the  redundant  energies  of  a  youthful  society,  and  likely  in 
a  few  generations  to  outstrij)  every  competitor  and  acquire  an  indis- 
})utable  ascendency  in  the  globe." 

*'  f^nch  an  ideal."  he  adds,  in  words  Avhich  have  been,  before  now, 
(|uoted  before  this  Society.  "  may  have  been  a  dream,  but  it  w^as  at  least 
a  noble  (Uie.  and  there  were  Americans  who  were  prepared  to  make  any 
})ersonal  sacrifice  rather  than  assist  in  destroying  it." 
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